
Students advocate for oyster reefs, clean sounds
By SHARON P. SULLMN
Dare County Schools

Five Cape Hatteras Secondary

JACOB DIXON (from left) and fellow Cape Hatteras Secon-
dary School of Coastal Sttrdies eight graders Evan Haas, and
Ethan Kostich demonstrated steps to prepare an oyster bag that
is reef-ready at the January 5 Dare County Board'of Commis-
sioners meeting as part of a presentation about an ongoing oys-
ter hatchery project. CHSSCS teachers Tracy Shisler and
Amber Bradshaw, along with UNC-CH Coastal Studies Insti-
tute support led by education programs coordinator John
McCord have been at the helm of this project, now in its third
year. (S.P. Sullivan photo)

Give presentation

School of Coastal Studies eighth
grade middle school students
participating in an oyster hatch-
ery project presented at the Janu-
ary 5 Dare County Board of
Commissioners meeting.

The program is under the
guidance of science teacher
Tracy Shisler, eighth grade sci-
ence teacher and AIG coordina-
tor Amber Bradshaw. and UNC
Coastal Studies Institute educa-
tion programs coordinator John
McCord. The middle school stu-
dents have embraced this project,
that has the potential to help
clean the waters of the Pamlico
Sound and increase the consum-
able oyster population at the
same time.

Us ing  PowerPo in t ,  Ka i lee
Pieno described how the project
has evolved, with a demonstra-
tion for the commissioners of
how oyster shells can be bagged
for use in the construction of
reefs by Jacob Dixon, Evan Haas
and Ethan Kostich. With footage
provided by McCord, Ashley
Hodges fo l lowed P ieno to
explain the progress and show
the success of the project.

Their first attempt was to raise
oyster spat from larvae was
unsuccessful in result, but valu-
able as a learning experience.
With the help of McCord they
regrouped to devise a plan to
bui ld a research oyster reef
behind the school. They filled
bags with shel ls and plac.ed

before the 2007-08 school year
ended.

What they found on their
retum to begin the current school
year was exciting and encourag-
ing - their research reef is suc-
cessfully attracting oyster spat,
and is providing a popular habi-
tat to fish and other aquatic life.
These eighth graders have seen
for themselves how relatively
easy it is to set up such a reef,
and now they are on a mission to
share their knowledge with other
communit ies as they envision

See REEFS, Page 38

MY BLOOOY VALENTINE ' [Rl Sat'Wed
(2:00), (s:00), 7:30, 9:40; Th (5:00), 7:30, 9:40

HOTEL FOH DOGS ', IPGI Sat-Wed (2:10),
(4:45),  7:10,  9:20;  Th (4:45),  7:10,  9:20

PAUL B|IRI: MAtl COP' IPGI Sat-Wed (1 :1 5),
(3:20), (5:25), 7:30, 9:35; Th (5:25), 7:30, 9:35

DEFIANCE ' [Rl Sat-Wed (1:20), (4:10),
7:00, 9:50: Th (4:10), 7:00, 9:50

GRAN TORINO'[Rl Sat-Wed (1:a0), (a:30),
7:00, 9:30; Th (4:30), 7:00, 9:30

BRTDE WARS ' [PG13] Sat-Wed {1:10),
(3: 1 5), (5:20), 7:25, 9:25; Th (5:2O), 7 :23, 9:25

THE UNBORN ' [PG-13] Sat-Wed (1:30),
(3:30), (5:35), 7:35, 9:45; Th (5:35), 7:35, 9:45

vALKYBIE IPG-131 Sat-Th (4:2s)

BEDTIME STORIES [PGl Sat-Wed (2:00),
7:00,9:05;  Th 7:00,  9:05
MARLEY & ME IPGI Sat-Wed (1:2s), (4:40),
7:10,  9:30;  Th (a:a0),  7:10,  9:30

CUHOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON IPE
131 Sat-Wed (1:30), (a:45), 8:00; Th (4:45), 8:00
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REEFS
(continued from Page I B)

reefs up and'down the Pamlico
Sound improving the water qual-
ity and impacting the local econ-
omy.

The passion the students have
for the local waters became clear
as their presentation progressed.
The five have been active in the
project sincc its inception when
they were in sixth grade, which
Shisler said shows a great com-
mitrnent on their part.

Their commitment is shared
by McCord. "Working with the
teachers and students of Cape
Hatteras Secondary School has
been a pleasure, their dedication
and enthusiasm is a model for
student involvement in steward-
ship projects," said McCord.
"We are excited to continue the
project and expand it in the
upcoming year."

As the commissioners compli-
mented the students, Commis-
sioner Allen tsurrus went a step
further than lauding the project;
he encouraged those in the view-
ing audience with access to oys-
ter shells - restaurant. folks
having , oyster roasts, to call to
have their shells picked up for
use in such projects.

"I hope that the adults in our
county will want to participate in
their efforts," said Shisler. "I
was thrilled that Allen Burrus
asked everyone to think about
recycling their oyster shells. It
really is time, for everyone to
work together as a team and help
the Pamlico Sound."

"The truth is that the students
are truly concerned about being
good stewards of their world and
want to do what they can to
encourage others to realize that
everyone must participate in the
effort to improve the environ-
ment."

Re search re ef explained

ASHLEY HODGES (from left) and fellow Cape Hatteras Secondary School of Coastal Studies
eighth grade student Kailee Pieno led a presentation for the Dare County Board of Commission-
ers on their oyster hatchery project. They talked about their experiences with the project as it
has evolved, and the value of oysters to the environment regarding their impact on
water quality. (S.P. Sullivan photo)


